Car Card Generator V7.12
This is a MS Access application, you must have Microsoft Access installed on your computer to run this app.  Other open source database applications cannot open or run this application.

Overview:

Car Card Generator (CCG) can be used to make car cards, waybills, inventory your collections and generate reports.  The application is not compiled so you can modify the application to suit your needs.

If you work your way down the list of menu items on the Main Menu you will be able to successfully set up this application.

Set Up

Name Set Up:

This menu allows you to enter your name and the name of your railroad, which will appear on various reports and forms.  There is no required info in this section.

Update Lookup Tables:

This app is menu driven, that keeps the data consistent and allows you to use drop down menus to enter data.  The down side is that the tables that drive the data must be populated.  There is a lot of data pre-populated in the tables.  You can type over the existing data, delete the existing data or add your own.

The tables are fairly self-explanatory.  

· Material is what the actual model is made of.

· Route are the routes that will appear on the layout.  They can be model routes on the layout or “prototype” routes.

· Activity cards are associated with things that happen to a car

· Train activity cards are things that happen to a train.

· Blocks are color coded stripes on the waybills.  If you don’t want a colored stripe, choose “white”.

· Roster Names are names for different “rosters” of cars.  A modeler might have cars in different scales or eras and want to inventory them in the same tables, but be able to separate them for reports or car card generation.

Station and Industry Set Up:

Railroads have “stations” rather than “towns”.  Each track on the layout is a combination of a station, industry and track.

The first step is to enter all the stations you want to appear on waybills.  They can be on or off layout.  The additional information is optional.  There are numerous stations already listed in the tables.

The second step is to enter industries.  Each record is a unique combination of a station, industry and track.  If an industry only has one track then the track can be left blank.  If you take spotting down to spots, each spot would a be a separate record.  There are numerous industries in the files, they can be deleted or used as off line destinations.

The last step is to define the industries.  Select a station, then select an industry (track or spot) that is at that station.  Select a commodity that that location uses, what type of car it is shipped in and then whether the industry ships or receives that commodity.  For every commodity that is handled there has to be at least one industry that ships it and one industry that receives it.  The Shippers Guide lists industries by state, station, industry (track and spot), car type and commodity.  Industry and commodity reports opens a form to run waybill analysis reports to make sure you haven’t missed overlooked industries or commodities.
Car Shop:

The Car Shop allows freight cars to be documented.  Initial, number and type are the minimum fields that should be documented.

Printing Car Cards:

Select the list of car cards you want to pick from, all, a particular roster, car cards previously printed or not.  Check off the Print Now button for the cars you want.  Car cards print 8 to a page.  They are one sided prints.  There is no functionality to print on the back of the card or one the outside of the flap.  When you close the print preview, it will ask if the car cards should be marked as printed.

Coach Yard :

Same type of roster inventory for passenger equipment.

Roundhouse:

Same type of roster inventory for locomotives.

Yard Office:

The Yard Office menu allows creation of Waybills.  This application allows 4 move waybills with a 2 color strip on the top to facilitate easy visual route identification.  You do not have to fill out all the waybill positions, you can create one, two, three or four move waybills. Begin with “Create a waybill”.  Select a car type.  On each move if you select “Empty” it will find industries that SHIP commodities in that car type, and need an empty to load.  If you choose “Load” it will find industries that RECEIVE commodities in that car type.  It matches exact car type.  
Depending on whether you have chosen ship or receive it will then present a list of commodities that are shipped or received in that car type, based on the commodity, it will present a list of stations that have industries that use that commodity and car type and finally, based on all the other selections, the list of industries (tracks, spots) that handle that commodity in that car type.

The route and block are optional can be selected from the drop down menus.  Note is a free form field for any relevant info.

Indicate how many of this waybill you want to produce and select “Add Waybills”.  If you want to add additional waybills for different stations or commodities, in the same car type change the fields as required, select the number of waybills and add them.  When you want to close or change to a new car type, select “Close or New Car Type”.

Edit allows changing any individual waybill.

Printing Waybills:

In order to print waybills, they must make one pass through the printer for each move.  The key to making this work is having the printer accurately feed the paper and the printed area accurately register.  If your waybills are not registering properly, adjust the margins on the “reports” that print the waybills (rtpWBSide1, rtpWBSide2, rtpWBSide3, rtpWBSide4).  Printing also requires rotating the paper and turning it over to print on both sides.  I have only used printers that print on one side, so that is what this is set up to use.

Select the waybills you wish to print by opening the list of waybills.  Check the “Print Now?” box for waybills you wish to print.  Waybills print 12 to a page, however you may select any number of waybills, it doesn’t have to be a multiple of 12 and it can be several pages.  I prefer to print no more than two or three pages of waybills at a time.  After selecting waybills, choose “Print”.
The screen will tell you how many pages of waybills you have selected.  Make sure you have alt least that amount of paper in the printer.  I have had good luck with 65-67 lb. paper in my printers.  110 lb. cardstock is also very good, but requires a printer with a straight pass through.

Test your printer by printing one page of waybills, then test it again with 2 pages of waybills.  Because of the differences in printer software, the sequence of how to print may vary from these instructions.  Some printers print first page first, some print last page first.  Some printers print on the “top” side of the page, some print on the “bottom” side of the page (with respect to how it sits in the paper tray).

On the top sheet , put a mark in the lower left corner of the page.  If you want to do multiple pages you can number them in the lower left corner 1, 2, 3, etc.  Then place the paper in the printer, with the marks face up.  When the paper is loaded and the printer ready, select “Print Waybills”.  There will be several prompts as reminders.  The printer will print move 1.
When the pages finish printing advance to side 2.

Check the sequence of the pages, reorder if necessary, place them back in the printer with the marks face up again, but the page rotated 180 degrees.   Proceed through the prompts and print the pages.

The waybills should have two moves on one side of the pages.  Check to make sure that each move is the same on each waybill.  In the center of other waybill, in a light grey is the waybill number, make sure that the waybill numbers match.   If they do not, the pages were probably in the wrong order.

When the pages are finished printing and the alignment is checked, move to side 3.

Resequence the pages in the reverse order and orient them so the marks are in the upper left corner, with the marked side facing down in the printer tray.  If they are in reverse order when you hold them, when you place them with the marks face down in the printer, that will put them in proper order in the printer feed tray.  When the paper is oriented, follow the prompts and print side 3.

The waybills should have moves on both sides of the pages.  If not, the pages weren’t turned over. Check to make sure that each move is the same waybill number on each side of the  waybills.   If they do not, the pages were probably in the wrong order.

When the pages are finished printing and the alignment is checked, move to side 4.

Resequence the pages in the reverse order and orient them so the marks are in the lower right corner, with the marked side facing down in the printer tray.  If they are in reverse order when you hold them, when you place them with the marks face down in the printer, that will put them in proper order in the printer feed tray.  When the paper is oriented, follow the prompts and print side 4

Check to make sure that each move is the same waybill number on each side of the  waybills.   If they do not, the pages were probably in the wrong order.

If you wish to mark that these waybills were printed, select “Yes”.

Cut the waybills apart, the cut lines are only printed on side 1.  Check to see if the sides align on the page.  If they don’t it might require adjusting the custom margins on the pages.  The default custom margin settings are 0.35” top, 0.25” bottom, 2”left and 1” right.

Activity cars:

These are waybill sized, one “move” cards that can be put into a waybill pocket, with or in place of a normal waybill to indicate a special move required for the car or train.  Train activity cards suggest a delay amount also.
The Superintendent’s Office:

This menu has numerous reports and  allows non-rolling stock inventories to be updated.

Note on adding roster and waybill info:

I have found that in some cases it is easier to use a MS Excel spreadsheet to add records to rosters and waybills tables than to do it in the Access forms, especially once a wide variety of data has been entered into the tables.  The risk is that the user has to be familiar with Access and Excel.
I open the appropriate roster table (tblRoster, tblPsgrRoster, tblEngRoster, tbl4Waybill) and copy the table, then paste it into an Excel spreadsheet.  I add data it as required, leaving the “id” field blank.   Once the required records are added, I copy those rows and using the “paste append” feature in Access, append them to the table.

Enjoy and have fun!

